and similar indigenous poisons  are sold freely  without
licence even today!

A practitioner has occasionally to give consultation
to patients after they have been treated by practitioners
of other systems. The belief in Homoeopathy, that ^the
action of a drug is inversely proportionate to its dose is a
hard pill to swallow for any practitioner of scientific
medicine. Otherwise, Homoeopathy is a good system
which interferes least with the natural course of a disease
and offers an excellent opportunity for studying the
natural history of any disease. But it sometimes, poses a
sinister public health problem.

There was a prominent citizen, by profession an
auditor, and a cultured gentleman. The only trouble
TTvith him was that he was pig-headed about Homoeopathy
and Naturopathy. He was living, in a crowded locality,
a fairly clean and well ordered life. As he was a nature-
path, he was an anti-vaccinationist. Once in an epidemic
of smallpox, one of his unvaccinated children had a
severe attack of smallpox and succumbed to it. He still
refused to get himself or his other children vaccinated,
but tried to secure protection against smallpox through
some homoeopath pills. His neighbours, who were
separated from his family only by a brick wall, considered
that his unvaccinated family, in a severe smallpox epide-
mic, was a menace to the neighbourhood. They
approached the health authorities to either vaccinate the
family or to remove to an infectious diseases hospital
any further case of smallpox in his house. As his friend,
I was asked to explain to him the feelings of the health
staff and the neighbourhood. But I failed entirely to
carry any conviction to him about vaccination, at* any
rate, not before he had lost two more children to small-
pox.

There is no question that indigenous medicine
was the most scientific of disciplines in our country^
nearly a thousand years ago. If it had lost its scientific
momentum that aspect itself is a great subject for research.
Please look at this prescription. I have gathered this for
diabetes from one of the ancient texts probably of
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